El Chorro Lodge:
0ld-School Cool

1 Chorro Lodge sits on most of
Eits original 22 acres, on what is
now prime Paradise Valley real
estate, with expanses of natural
terrain helping to maintain its
remote and rustic aura. It was
built in 1934 by John C. Lincoln, a
wealthy inventor and philanthropist,
to be a school his daughter Lillian
could attend. Today, the school-
room that once rang with readin),
writin’ and ’rithmetic resonates to
rum and rye—it’s the main bar at
El Chorro.

El Chorro’s life as a lodge and
dining room began when Jan and
Mark Gruber purchased the
property in 1937—despite gibes
from friends about the remote

location. The Grubers christened
their restaurant with its new
name, replacing its former: the
Judson School for Girls.

The rambling adobe became
a favorite haunt of the day’s most
prominent figures, including
Hollywood stars like Milton Berle
and Clark Gable. Later luminaries
like Mikhail Baryshnikov
extended its renown. Local
lore suggests it also attracted
guests from neighboring
Camelback Inn looking for
alcohol not served there.

The menu focuses on
classics: lobster tail, Chateaubriand,
rack of lamb with mint jelly,
prime rib. Current owners Evie
and Joe Miller preserve the
tradition of serving sticky buns

with entrées, changing nothing
in the original recipe given to
Jan Gruber by her great aunt. )
“We do it the same every day,”
says Joe, acknowledging that it
is expensive. But tradition has
special meaning to Miller,
whose own history with El
Chorro dates back to 1952,
when, at 21, he joined the
staff as a bartender.

The restaurant is also known
for its Happy Hour, with filet
mignon or sirloin sliders prepared
continuously in the main bar.

In a future issue, we'll reveal some
of the best places the frugal-minded
can dine well on a dime. E-mail us
your favorite places to eat cheap
at wavelength@fpraz.org.

El Chorro Lodge

5550 E. Lincoln Drive,
Paradise Valley; 480-948-5170;
elchorrolodge.com
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